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INTRODUCTION

and established the existence of a linguistic family called
by him Austro-Asiatic. It comprises, according to him,
the following groups :
I.    Mixed Group :   Cam, Rade, Jara'i,   Sedang, which
are   Mon-Khmer   judged by     their     construction     and
vocabulary but has borrowed   a   large   number   of   words,
even personal pronouns and words for numbers.l
II.    Mon-Khmer : the two ancient  literary languages,
Mon aad Khmer,   Bahnar, Stieng, dialects   of the   tribes
called  Moi :   Samreh,   Kha-so,   Kha   Tampuen,   Schong,
Huei, Sue, Sue, Hin, Nahhang, Mi, Khmus, Lemet, all in
Indo-China ; and in the peninsula of Malaya, Bersisi  and
Jakun.5
III.    Senoi (Sakei)-Semang in Malacca,3
IV.    'P along- Wa- Riang.*
V.    Khasi.*
VI.    Nikobarese.
VII. Mnnda,: or Kol the two sub-groups, the more
eastern KJierwari with Santali, Munxjari, Bhumrj, Birhor,
Ko<Ja, Ho, Turi, A sun, and Korwa dialects, and the
western Kurku; Kharia; Juang; and the two mixed
languages, Savara and Gadaba.6
The Munc.ia  languages   OCCUPY  the   eastern    half   of
Central   India.    Dravidian   is   on its south and penetrate^
w
1 Dictionnaire Gam-jranqais by Aymonier and Cabaton, Paris, 1906
(c/. Anthropos, II, pp. 330-332).
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Bahnar Grammar and Dictionary by Dourisboure (Hongkong 1889),
Stieng Dictionary by Azimar (Paris 1887 not complete).
3 Skeat and Blagden : Pagan  Races of the Malay Peninsula, (c/.
Vocabulary), London 1906, Anthropos, II, pp. 598, 604.
* Linguistic Survey oj India, II.
Ibid, n, pp. 17-57.    An Anglo-Khasi Dictionary by H. Roberts
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